
DRAM 397 

Spring 2021 
Tuesdays 3:10-6:10 

Professor:  
Conrad Schott 

Course Description:  

Ever wonder how acting masters like 
Viola Davis and Mark Rylance 
prepare? The secret is in their  
scripts! 

The Actor’s Text will introduce the 
essential work an actor must do to 
understand and make practical use 
of a dramatic text. Students will use 
the tools of script analysis, scansion, 
scoring, research, and discussion to 
become more effective collaborators 
at the table and clearer storytellers in 
performance. We will begin with the 
unique challenges and rich rewards 
of Shakespeare, allowing us to  

approach contemporary plays with 
increased rigor and curiosity as the 
semester progresses. Though the 
course will focus on table work, cold 
reads, play workshopping, and all 
the components of “actor 
homework,” there will be 
opportunities to put work “on its 
feet” to practice applying in 
performance what we’ve found in the 
script.  

This course is an eminently practical 
way to study acting during a 
pandemic.

THE 
ACTOR’S 
TEXT


