Sl aught er
By
Ri chard W nkel | er



BLACK. OPENI NG CREDI TS

We hear a THUD and a man GROAN. There is then another THUD
of a different tone over heavy BREATHI NG

EXT. PARKING LOT. NI GHT.

Focus on a nman’s face getting punched. He is conscious but
it is getting very bl oody.

After two to three punches, a man off screen, whose nane is
TYLER speaks.

TYLER
Mbt her f ucker .

W DE

TYLER punches the bl oodi ed nan tw ce nore.

CUT-I N

He throws the man against a brick wall on the side of a
building in the parking lot. The bl oodi ed man sl unps down on
the ground, I|inp.

TYLER | ooks at a faucet on the side of the wall. Bl ood
covers it.

He | ooks down at the bl oodied man on the ground. There is a
| ot of bl ood beginning to ooze out of the side of his head.
He freezes, he doesn’t know what to do.

W DE

W see that TYLER and the linp body are outside of a bar
CUT-I N

TYLER | ooks down the street and doesn’'t see any cars coni ng.
There is also no one else in the parking |ot.

TYLER grabs the body and begins to drag it across the
parking |l ot toward a dunpster. He manages to hold the body
such that no blood is marking the ground he’'s dragging it
acr oss.

He drags it behind the dunpster before he hears the bell on
t he door to the bar RI NG neani ng soneone has opened it.

There is CHATTERI NG of f screen.



TYLER wal ks briskly over to the wall where the man hit his
head.

He unzips his fly and starts pee on the spot where the bl ood
is.

The CHATTERI NG grows | ouder. TYLER | ooks over in the
direction of the people talKking.

TYLER continues to pee. W hear several car doors OPEN. The
chattering begins to dissipate.

TYLER st ops peei ng but keeps standing there.
The car doors SLAM cl osed and the car engi ne VROOVS on.
TYLER | ooks over again before zipping up his fly.

He wal ks back over to the dunpster.

| NT. APARTMENT. NI GHT.

TYLER opens the door to his apartnent.

He wal ks into the bathroomto wash off his bl oody knuckl es.
He washes for several seconds.

CUr TG

| NT. APARTMENT. NI GHT. LATER

TYLER wal ks into his living roomwith a bottle of whiskey
and a gl ass.

Hi s knuckles (on his right hand at least) are still bruised.
He sits down on the couch and places the bottle and gl ass on
the table in front of him He grabs a renote fromthe table
and turns on the TV.

H's face is plain, subtly regretful, even a little nervous.
He pours a glass half full of whiskey.

He watches TV for a couple seconds before picking up the
gl ass and taking a sip.

TYLER nmakes a slightly disgusted face after taking a sip.

He goes back to watching TV, before taking a bigger sip and
meki ng a di sgusted face again.



Wth the glass at about a quarter full, he grabs the bottle
and fills the glass up to the top.

He takes a GULP of whi skey and puts the gl ass down.

| NT. APARTMENT. MORNI NG
TYLER is Iying on the couch asleep. The bottle of whiskey is
on the table about half full. There is residue of whiskey in
t he bottom of the gl ass.
TYLER rolls awake. He | ooks like crap, he feels |like crap.
He pulls out his phone and | ooks at it.
TYLER
(calmy, quietly)
Fuck.
| NT. BEDROOM MORNI NG
TYLER puts on dress pants and a collared shirt. He doesn’'t
seemto be in any particular hurry.

I NT. CAR. MORNI NG

TYLER is driving in his car to work.

I NT. OFFI CE. MORNI NG

TYLER wal ks into the office. The receptionist |ooks up at
hi m

TYLER
Hey, sorry.

He wal ks by her down the hall.

| NT. OFFI CE. M D- DAY
TYLER is sitting in his office at his conputer.

Based on his stare, it seens unclear whether or not he is
aimessly internet surfing or actually doing work.

FEMALE BGOSS
Hey Tyl er.

Tyl er 1 ooks up to see a wonman standing in the doorway.



FEMALE BOSS
(cont.)
Can you send ne the elasticity
graphs | told you to conpile, the
ones for |ast nonth.

TYLER
Unh... yeah. Yeah, |’mjust
finishing up
Al nost before he finishes, she wal ks away.
TYLER
(whi spering to hinself)
Fuck.

He goes back to his conputer, this tinme | ooking nore busy
t han before.
| NT. CAR LATER

TYLER is at a stop sign. He waits for a car to pass before
goi ng ahead.

As he noves forward, his car stalls and bunps to a halt.
He turns the car back on

TYLER
Cummon.

As he says this he REVS the gas loudly and the car speeds
down t he road.

| NT. APARTMENT. AFTERNOON

ALL ONE SHOT

BRIAN is sitting on the couch TYLER passed out on the night
before. He is playing video ganes. There is a |ot nore stuff
on the table now than there was | ast night.

We hear the door open. BRI AN | ooks over.

BRI AN
T sup.

TYLER
Hey.

TYLER enters the frame. BRI AN hands hima controller. TYLER
grabs it and sits down.



BRI AN hol ds up a hand-rolled cigarette.

BRI AN
Want sone, | just rolled it.

TYLER
Yeah.

Both of their focuses shift to the screen. BRIAN lights it
and begins to snoke it.

BRI AN bl ows out snpke and passes it to TYLER They start to
pl ay video ganes in silence.

TYLER
So what’s up?
BRI AN
"Nut her shitty day at work.
TYLER
Mrhm
BRI AN
Yuuup.

(motions to the joint)
Great day though, if | can end it
wi th one of these.

TYLER
No shit.

BRI AN
No shit.
(pause)
So how was wor k?

TYLER
Ahh shitty. | felt like crap al
day.

BRI AN
Ohhh, | woul da t hought you' d fee
great after goin out and getting
pounded | ast ni ght.

TYLER
| don’t think I drank that nuch,
maybe | did.

BRI AN

Didn't you finish a bottle when you
got back?



TYLER
| just had a couple gl asses.

BRI AN
Mm

A beat .

BRI AN (cont’ d)
You should try snoking to get over
hangovers.

TYLER
What does it look Iike I’ m doing?

There is a pause where both are focused on the video ganes.

TYLER (cont’ d)
Do you ever get into fights?

BRI AN
What d’ you nean?

TYLER
Like a fight, a fistfight, or
what ever. Wth a person.

BRI AN
Un not really, | dunnuh, | stil
beat up ny brother sonetines. Wiy?
TYLER
Just askin...you seempretty |ax
about everything, |ike everything.
BRI AN
Yeah. That’'s what weed Il do to
you, man.
TYLER
No I know, but...I dunno..
BRI AN
No | nmean I’mnot chill about

everything. Like any tinme | spend
with R ck back horme, | end up
fighting him Last tine I went
honme, we were playing pick-up and
he was pushin ne a little so | was
pushi n hi m back, y’ know. And one of
the tines he |like swings an el bow
and hits ne in the eye, and it
starts bleeding, that’s how | got

( MORE)



BRI AN (cont’ d)

that uh scar right about ny left
eye there. So |'mpissed, but | |et
it go, put a band-aid on and keep
playing. So then, | think it was on
t he next play, he goes up for a |lay
up, and I try to block it, and I
just hamrer him And maybe | hit
hima little too hard, but he gets
up and literally charges at ne, and
now | got all this adrenaline goin
so | start swi nging back at him
and we end up like westling to the
ground. And it’s stupid, like dunb
stuff and we both ended up bl eedi ng
and shit and feeling |like crap, but
shit happens, y’ know. There’'s
al ways shit |ike that that can get
under your skin and...yeah.

(smles)
That was al so |i ke six years ago
before |I started snoking.

TYLER
And you think it’'d be different
now?

BRI AN
| nmean, yeah, probably. Snoking
hel ps. At least like, it hel ps you
rel ax about stupid shit. But |
think I"’mpretty chill to begin
with, so...

TYLER
So then, as of late. It’'s never
like crossed your mnd really to
hit soneone?

BRI AN
| nmean...yeah, sonetines. Yes. But
it’s not...l guess | don't think

about it that nmuch, or maybe | just
don’t get into situations |ike that
anynore. It’s not really worth
fighting, and like, if no one’s
gonna instigate anything...

(pause)
or maybe |’ mjust high.

TYLER
So was that the last tinme you got
inafight? Like a fight fight.



BRI AN
| dunno, | think? | guess. But I
woul dn’t even say that that was
that serious really, why?

TYLER
So never anything like life
t hr eat eni ng?

BRI AN
Life threatening? No. Shit, no.
Wy ?

TYLER
Just askin. I'’mjust tryin to see
how you woul d respond in that kinda
situation. | was tal king to sonmeone
about |ike that kinda thing at work
t oday.

BRI AN
How |’ d respond. .

TYLER
You know, |ike what it would take

for you, or anyone, ya know, to
snap and |ike lay into someone,
y’ know to the point where you

m ght, |ike even kill soneone.
BRI AN
|’mpretty sure | would never kil
soneone.
TYLER
Ch yeah no..

(tries to say sonething nore
but doesn’t)

They both laugh a little. Brian is snmoking and coughs a
little when they | augh

BRI AN
Alright, | mean no one can say
ever, but...yeah, for the nost part
| think, no | wouldn' t. Like I
don’t even think in those terns. |
t hi nk nost people don't...

TYLER
(pause)
What if...like you know t he
begi nning of Mnority Report?



BRI AN

TYLER
(cont.)

When the guy cones hone and |ike
sees his wife and this other guy in
hi s house. He goes upstairs, sees a
buncha foreplay, and the wife's
wearing that lingerie. Then she and
that guy start, uh, goin at it.

BRI AN
Yeah. . .

TYLER
VWhat if you were in that position?
Like if you canme honme to your wfe
wi th anot her guy like that?

BRI AN
| mean, |'’mnot married so-

TYLER
No, ok, 1’ m saying hypothetically,
hypot heti cal |l y.

BRI AN
(laughs to hinself)
Ck, that’s a, uh, pretty specific
hypot heti cal .

(pause)
Urmm yeah | don’ know.
Realistically...yeah maybe. 1’d

like to think I wouldn’t, but, yeah
| dunno.

TYLER
Ok, but where's the line?
(pause)
| mean if you’'re saying that you
woul d maybe snap in a nonent |ike
t hat then what...where woul dn’t
you, is what |’ m asking.

BRI AN

Vel |l what’s your answer to that?
TYLER

| don’t know, that's like...l  mnot

really sure honestly and | wanna
know where a nore, uh, |aid back
person stands on this kinda thing.



BRI AN
| f soneone’s throw ng punches at
me, |’ m gonna throw punches back.
At least until they stop

TYLER
You ever been in a bar fight?

BRI AN
A bar fight? No, do those even
happen anynore?

TYLER
| nmean yeah, | think-

BRI AN
Have you ever been in a bar fight?

TYLER
No, I'mjust...it’s just a
hypot heti cal .

BRI AN
Have you ever seen a bar fight?

TYLER

No | ook, ok, so I'mtelling you-I'm
giving you a scenario, a
hypot heti cal .

(pause)
You're in a crowded bar. A drunk
guy bunps you and starts talking
trash-

BRI AN
Li ke what does he say?
TYLER
| dunno, like, that you were in his

way, you better watch where you' re
goi ng, whatever. Threatening.

BRI AN
| nmean, | would try to just not
fight. So whatever that would...

TYLER
Ok sane guy | ooks like he’ s |ooking
at you fromacross the bar the rest
of the night, or like every tine
you | ook over at 'im And when you
go over and order sonething he
swears at you 'er calls you a
bi t ch.



BRI AN
| dunno man, |’ d probably just
| eave.

TYLER

Ok, ok so you go to | eave, and when
you wal k outside, that guy follows
you out and tries to fight you,

t hen you have to fight back, or
sonet hi ng, what el se do you do?

BRI AN
Dude, what are you tal king about?
Do you want this to happen?

TYLER
No, it’s just a hypothetical.

CUT TO BLACK

TYLER (V. Q)
(cont.)
It’s just a hypothetical .

THE END

11.



